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Research, Development and Advocacy Fund grants for projects researching the impact of Artificial Intelligence and/or emerging technology on the record keeping sector.
1.
Purpose

The Archives and Records Association maintains reserves invested for the purpose of commissioning and supporting research, development and advocacy projects involving the creation, use, administration and conservation of archives and records and the means of developing the education of archivists, records managers and conservators, and articulating and advocating the unique identity, role and contribution of records and archives, as defined by its charitable objects.  These designated funds constitute the Archives and Records Association Research, Development and Advocacy Fund.  The Association’s Honorary Officers make grants from this Fund, on behalf of the Archives and Records Association Board.

The ARA Board is offering one grant of up to £10,000 and two grants of up to £5,000 to projects researching the impact of Artificial Intelligence and/or emerging technology on the record keeping sector. There is no more detailed specification in order to encourage innovative applications.
2.
Timetable for Grant Applications

Please send your proposal in by 31st May 2024. 
3.
Eligibility Criteria

Applications for grants will be considered eligible which:

i. fall within the stated purpose of the Fund as described in 1. above.

ii. are received from public and charitable organisations, alone or in collaboration

and/or

iii. are received from Association Groups, Nations & Regions or Committees

In addition, the following terms apply:

iv. applications will not be considered which come directly from individuals, but should be supported and presented by bodies (as in 3.ii. and iii. above)

v. Archives and Records Association Board members (Trustees) must not have direct financial involvement in the use or receipt of any Research, Development and Advocacy Fund grants

vi. applications will not be considered which come from trading companies and other solely commercial organisations without support from a charitable or public partner or established section of the Archives and Records Association

vii. applications to pay salaries and expenses for existing staff will not be considered

4.
Extent and Administration of Grants

Grants will be awarded under the following terms:

i. support may be provided for up to 100% of a project’s costs
ii. subject to circumstances, grants will normally be made by paying 50% of the award at the start of the project and 50% on completion and receipt of a satisfactory report. Partially completed projects or reports/publications are not acceptable
iii. the Archives and Records Association must be acknowledged visibly in all reference to and promotion of a project supported by its Research, Development and Advocacy Fund
iv. Unless agreed otherwise, the ownership of Archives and Records Association funded intellectual property (IP), and responsibility for its identification, protection, management and exploitation, rests with the Host Organisation.  

v. It is the responsibility of the Host Organisation, and all engaged in the research, to make every effort to ensure that any potentially valuable results obtained in the course of the research are exploited, whether protected by IP rights or not, and used to the benefit of society and the economy.  

vi. Where the grant is associated with more than one research organisation and/or project partner, a formal collaborative agreement must be established, which sets out the contributions and ownership rights of the organisations and individuals involved with regards to intellectual property and exploitation. It is the responsibility of the Host Organisation to put such an agreement in place before the grant commences. 

vii. The collaborative agreement must set out that the Host Organisation(s) is not restricted in its future research capability, that all applications of the intellectual property are developed in a timely manner and that the substantive results of the research are published within an agreed and reasonable period. 
viii. Any journal publication will be offered first to Archives and Records- The Journal of the Archives and Records Association. If published elsewhere it must be Open Access (article processing charges to be Open Access will absolutely not be paid by the Archives and Records Association).
ix. Data should be made available as soon as possible at the end of the research project.
x. We strongly encourage data management plans and can supply a template to encourage good practice.

.
5.
Grant Applications

Grant applications must be sent to the Chief Executive of the Archives and Records Association, in writing.  The application must include the following:

i. a summary of the project, including the amount of grant required from the Association
ii. a detailed description of the project and its context

iii. a description of the benefits of the project

iv. an operational plan

v. a budget plan, including other sources of income where appropriate

6.
Declaration of Interest

The Honorary Officers report directly to the Board of the Archives and Records Association for the purpose of the Fund.  The Honorary Officers will observe the following stipulation:

a. they will declare any involvement in or association with an application to the Fund and will step down from the sitting at which that bid is considered, declaring in sufficient time for the Board to nominate a substitute if necessary.

Individual Officers must not be lobbied to support projects.  Applications should be sent directly to the Chief Executive at john.chambers@archives.org.uk 

